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Meet Sara Doane
We are pleased to announce that the new Specialist-inResidence at Salt Springs is Sara Doane. Sara’s term began
May 15th and will run for one year.
Sara is a historian and specializes in living history. She is
the Executive Director of the Tioga County Museum in
Owego, NY, a lecturer, and a presenter of living history
workshops and presentations. The focus of Sara’s research is nineteenth-century American history, specializing in women’s history and the history of the Spiritualist
movement.
As part of her residency, Sara will set up an 1850s-1870s
parlor in the Wheaton House using her own historical possessions. The parlor will be in place by June 1 and will be
maintained through August. During the summer months,
periodically on weekends, Sara will be in the parlor or
strolling around the grounds, wearing period clothing and
talking with park visitors about life in the mid-1800s.

Sara Doane in period costume.

Sara will also conduct several historical programs, set up a one-room school house in the Carriage barn, be present during the Celebration, and present the program at this year’s annual
meeting.

McKeage Collection Donation
The Friends were extremely
pleased to receive part of the
John McKeage collection this winter. John McKeage built his large
collection of country artifacts for
over 30 years. The Friends of Salt
Springs Park, Old Mill Village, and
the Susquehanna County Historical Society are all recipients of
items that will complement their
individual needs and purposes.
With this donation, the Friends
can now offer interpretive histori-

cal displays based on rural farm
life in Susquehanna County. We
also plan to offer more historical
programs and a hands-on display
for children.
We’ve already had lots of fun playing “What’s this”? We ask you,
what’s the name of the object in
this picture (it is made from one
piece of wood and is 13” long):
Wooden hay fork.
Made from one piece
of wood.
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Great PA Cleanup

On Saturday, April 26th, a 13 member crew took to the roads in
and near Salt Springs Park for the Great PA Cleanup. This is a
statewide effort to remove litter and trash from Pennsylvania's
roadways, parks, forests, riverbanks, neighborhoods, and open
spaces. Participants donned their gloves, orange vests, and extreme determination and joined in to make something clean of an
unclean situation along the roadsides.
Crew Chief John Miskell and partners Marian Miskell, Paul DeSera,
and Rosemary Parry worked westward from the Salt Springs entrance for a mile up and a mile back to the park. Crew Chief Sandy
Babuka and partners Chas Browne and Pat Chubbuck worked eastward from the entrance a mile up to Route 29 and a mile back. Finally, Crew Chief Walt Kostyk and partners Libby Anderson, Bill
Kieswer, and Chris and her two boys worked on Salt Springs up to
Buckley Road. The dirty deed was accomplished in a two hour hike
… with time then to work in the park campgrounds.
With this year's results, the Friends will be applying for an Adopt a
Highway designation for the two mile stretch of Silver Creek Road
beginning at Route 29. Please consider joining us next spring. In
the meantime, pick up a piece of litter every day while walking
down the street, hiking along a stream or in the woods, fishing,
boating, playing in the park, or anywhere else...if we all pick up
one piece of litter every day, Pennsylvania will be even cleaner
and more beautiful!

Friends’ Mission
The Friends of Salt
Springs Park will maintain the unspoiled, rural
character of the park created by the Wheaton
family. The Friends will
provide opportunities to
enjoy healthy outdoor
recreation and education,
while conserving the
natural, scenic, aesthetic
and historical values of
the park.

The Friends of Salt Springs
Park is a private 501(c)3,
non-profit
organization.
Support for the Friends’
work at the park comes
from memberships, public
and private agency grants,
business donations, in-kind
donations of materials and
services, special events,
and program fees for educational services. Contributions are tax deductible.

The day’s haul.

A few days after the cleanup, the Friends received this from participant Chas Browne:
Coincidentally, on Sunday [April 27th] we biked past Chenango Valley State Park in Broome County, NY. There, the road that passes the
park is NY Rte 369. If we had been doing the same task as we did at
Salt Springs, we would have needed at least two big dump trucks, a lot
more hands, and a lot more time to get all the trash.
And that's even with NY's bottle redemption laws. Rte 369 is a much
busier highway & all, but I think the main difference is due to the fact
that the Salt Springs road has been cleaned up before.
Therefore, I would like to congratulate the Friends of Salt Springs for
their efforts.
Thank you, Chas, and everyone else who pitched in!

News & Notes

Save These Dates!

In Memory of Louise Merrill

Check the program brochure
and website for details!

We than Peter Quigg for his donation to the Friends of Salt
Springs Park Fund in memory of Louise Merrill. Louise was
a neighbor of Peter’s. Louise loved walking in the woods
and had a fondness for Salt Springs Park.

Salt Springs Summer Camp

New this year is the Salt Springs Summer Camp for fourth
through sixth graders. Summer Camp will be held from 9
am to 3 pm Monday, June 23, through Friday, June 27.
There is a fee, and registration is required (see page 5).
Highlights of the week include games, hikes, journaling,
music, and experiments.

Note for New Members

Back issues of the newsletter, essays by Nancy Wottrich,
magnificent photographs of the flora, fauna, and scenery of
Salt Springs by George Schreck, and much more about Salt
Springs and the Friends can be found on our website at
www.friendsofsaltspringspark.org.

Thank You, Rebecca Bennett

Thank you, Rebecca, for joining our Adopt-A-Trail program.
The Cliff and Summit Trails are looking great!

“I thought you said they were llamas”

Now that word has gotten around that the animals at Salt
Springs aren’t alpacas (or emus), but llamas, we’re going to
confuse people again. We now have three alpacas. They live
together with the llamas, and some have asked if they are
baby llamas. Speaking of baby llamas, we hope to have one
born at Salt Springs in early summer. It’s still to early to
tell, though.
Chocolates by Leopold — Now sold in our Gift Shop!
The membership year begins on June 1st.

NATIONAL TRAIL DAY HIKE.
Saturday, June 7, 9 am–noon.
Free.
ART AND SCIENCE OF BEEKEEPING. Sunday, June 8, 2–4
pm. Free.
SALT SPRINGS SUMMER
CAMP. Monday, June 23 —
Friday, June 27. 9 am–3 pm.
Registration form on page 5.
TAPESTRY WEAVING FOR
CHILDREN. Monday, July 7 —
Friday, July 11, 10 am-12:30
pm. $20 fee. Pre-registration
required.
SUNSET, LLAMA STYLE. Saturday, August 16, 6–8 pm. $5
fee. No pre-registration.
WILD AND FREE FOR THE
EATING. Sunday, August 24,
2-4 pm.
SALT SPRINGS TRIATHLON.
Saturday, August 30, 7-11
am. See page 4 for full details.
SALT SPRINGS CELEBRATION. Saturday, August 30,
11 am—5 pm.
KIDS NATURALLY! Fridays in
September, 4-5 pm. No fee.
Pre-registration required.
BUGS, BEETLES, & BUTTERFLIES. Saturday, September 6,
2-4 pm. Free.
STONE WALL RESTORATION
AND CONSTRUCTION. Sunday, September 14, 1-5 pm.
$20 fee. Pre-registration required.

Triathlon
Although the event
is still several
months away, it is
not too early to
sign up and start
training for the
third annual Salt
Springs Triathlon,
which will again
be held in conjunction with the Celebration
on Saturday, August 30.
Last year’s triathlon was a success on all
fronts, with a tripling of participation over
the inaugural 2006 event, spectacular
weather, and, above all, no injuries or other
incidents.
The Salt Springs Triathlon actually consists
of two races, with the shorter Sprintdistance event becoming established as an
ideal first-time triathlon. At 9.5 miles, its
bike leg is shorter than the customary 15
miles, and the course is set on the gently
rolling hills of Rt 29 and Silver Creek road.
The swim leg is also on the short side for a
Sprint event, and the run course does not
have any steep climbs. So for anyone who
has entertained thoughts of participating in
a triathlon but didn’t know where to start,
the Salt Springs Triathlon is just what you
have been looking for!
If you are a seasoned triathlete looking for a
challenge, enter the Olympic event, which is
definitely hardcore. (And don’t blame the
Race Director about the difficulty of the
Olympic course – you’ve been warned!) Additionally, Labor Day weekend is early this
year, making it more likely that Lake Montrose will be comfortably warm, and the athletes-only buffet after the event will replenish the calories expended during the race in
sumptuous fashion.
Then, spend the rest of the day recovering
from the rigors of the triathlon enjoying the
annual Celebration. Hope to see you there.

Celebration
“Reflecting on our Past—Envisioning our Future” expresses the theme of the 6th Annual
Salt Springs Celebration. Visitors will see and
hear much about how things used to be and
about where we are heading. As we plan for
the future, we must be aware of the past, of
what has been tried that did and did not
work, so that we can create new and better
ways to live.
Historical displays and exhibits in and
around the Wheaton House will include an
1850s-1870s parlor. This year’s Specialist in
Residence, historian Sara Doane, will provide
interpretive talks, discuss life 150 years ago,
and answer questions.
Environmental displays will feature groups
and businesses with information on alternate
energy, including solar and wind, green construction, land and conservation issues, and
sustainable lifestyles.
There will be music throughout the day, featuring accomplished local bands and singer/
songwriters. Genres include folk, classical,
alternative, rock, progressive and bluegrass.
The Silent Auction will have antiques, unique
gift items, services, and gift certificates from
area merchants and individuals.
Children’s activities will focus on the theme
of the event and include historical crafts, experiments with solar power, and natureoriented discovery. A llama obstacle course
will give children and adults alike a chance
to put the park’s llamas through their paces.
As always, there will be lots of food, too —
with a variety enough to satisfy even the
most discriminating!
Because this is a fund-raiser as well as a fun
family day at the park, stop by the Gift Shop
to see what’s new this year. All proceeds of
the day benefit the efforts of the Friends on
behalf of Salt Springs. The fun begins at 11
am.
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2008 Weekend Hosts
The Wheaton House is open to the public from May
through September on Saturdays (9:30 am to 4 pm)
and Sundays (12:30-4 pm), made possible by our volunteer weekend hosts. Visitors can walk through the
house, enjoy the several environmental and historical
displays, and browse the Gift Shop. Hosts have a detailed manual and an orientation to help answer the
many questions visitors have about Salt Springs,
camping, the programs, and the Wheaton House.
This year’s hosts are Toby and Libby Anderson,
Shirley Andre, George and Joan Basel, Bill and Debbie
Fischer, Charis Frisbee, Nita Homer, Jane LaBonte and
Dave Wilson, John and Marian Miskell, Susan Newhart,
Keith and Roxie Oberg (who organized it this year),
Hedi Randall, and Bruce Rossman.

George Basel, year one, day
one, hour one!

There are still a few time slots available. If you are interested in becoming a host,
please call the park (570-967-7275).

