
This is a question we have heard over and over since 
early July. The photos accompanying this article will 
give you some idea of how the park fared. People 
worked countless hours to repair the damage well 
enough so that the park could still be enjoyed by its 
many visitors. However, despite the volunteers’ best 
efforts, much of the work had to be paid for and paid 
for right away. Total cost to The Friends has been ap-
proximately $6000; this includes furnace repair in 
both houses, re-grading the picnic area, rebuilding the 
parking lot, removing the log jam at the confluence of 
Silver Creek and Fall Brook, treating the Wheaton 
House basement to mitigate mildew and mold, shor-
ing up the retaining wall by the wooden bridge cross-
ing Fall Brook, and sweeping out and cleaning the 
Wheaton House and barn.   
 
We were fortunate to have been given a $500 in-kind 
contribution by McNamara Construction Company  
and a donation of $500 designated for flood relief 
from the Silver Lake Ladies Community Service Club. 
The short range problems have been dealt with. HOWEVER  the long-range repair of the retain-
ing walls, bridges and other areas of the park are still looming. Just as our neighbors who 
were devastated by the flood are struggling to rebuild, The Friends are searching to find 
sources of income to restore this park to its quiet serene beauty. 
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Did You Have Much Damage From the Flood? 

The second footbridge fell into the water when 10 
feet of the south bank was washed away over night. 
After it fell, large rocks and trees in swiftly moving 
water snapped it in two. This bridge was the only 
access for the handicapped to cross Fall Brook and 
enjoy one of the best spots in the park — the picnic 
area near the salt spring.  

Left, vast area of exposed root system; right, 
caution sign and tape for destroyed trail. 

Stretch of lush flood plane leading to trail-
heads replaced by fishing hole.  

Undermined retaining wall — 
wind and water instead of wall. 
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The mission of the 
Friends of Salt 

Springs Park is to 
provide opportunities 
for enjoying healthy 
outdoor recreation 
and to serve as an 
outdoor classroom 
for environmental 

education, while con-
serving the natural, 
scenic, aesthetic and 
historical values of 

the park. 

The Friends of Salt Springs 
Park is a private 501(c)3, 
non-profit organization. 
Support for the Friends’ 
work at the park comes 
from memberships, public 
and private agency grants, 
business donations, in-kind 
donations of materials and 
services, special events, 
and program fees for edu-
cational services. Contribu-
tions are tax deductible. 

Assisting the Financial Stability of Salt 
Springs Park 

 

By Peter Quigg 
 

 Many nonprofit or-
ganizations grapple 
with the dilemma of 
raising funds on an 
annual basis, often 
making existence 
seem “hand to 
mouth” or “check to 
check.”  The Commu-
nity Foundation of 
Susquehanna and 
Wyoming Counties 
offers the Friends a 
buffer for such a 
situation.   
 
 Fortunately for Salt 
Springs, two funds 
already exist to bene-
fit the park, the Mary 
K. Leasure Fund and 
the Friends of Salt 
Springs Fund, which 
were established by 
Kenneth Leasure.  Both funds assist the Friends with the op-
erational expenses of running Salt Springs Park.  More im-
portantly, these funds are not static. First, they gain in 
value by earning interest. Currently, the three-year average 
rate of return on Community Foundation funds is 13.75%, 
of which 5% is available annually for use. Second, funds 
grow through tax-deductible donations.   
 
Those with a special affinity for Salt Springs can contribute 
to either of these funds at anytime. These contributions in-
crease the annual amounts available to the Friends each 
year.  Certainly, if a person or family wants to establish an 
additional fund to benefit the Friends, this too would pro-
vide permanent annual support for park needs.  For in-
stance, a Memorial Fund could be established to remember 
a loved one who enjoyed the park, and contributions to 
such a fund would have meaningful purpose.   
 
For more information about the two Salt Springs funds, 
visit the Community Foundation’s web site at www.
community-foundation.org. Peter Quigg, Community Foun-
dation Director of Development, can be reached at founda-
tion@epix.net or at 278-3800. 

Peter Quigg at the Community Foundation of 
Susquehanna and Wyoming Counties’ ex-
hibit during the Salt Springs Celebration, 
speaking with visitor Erin Fitzgerald. 



 

Triathlon 
 
The Salt Springs triathlon was held on Sun-
day, September 3 — despite great odds 
against it. That Race Director Walt Kostyk 
was able to bring this event together was in 
itself a mighty feat.  
 
Most of us thought that the loss of the 
Franklin Forks bridge in late June would 
cost us the race. The bridge is located on a 
key leg of the race, and it was too late to 
change the route. At this stage, too, much 
of the safety planning, which would involve 
the local police and fire departments, was 
still to be done. After the devastating flood, 
these people had much more important and 
immediate concerns.  
 
In the end, there was still time to do the 
necessary race safety planning, and the su-
perb support of all local police, fire, and 
emergency personnel helped make the day 
both successful and safe. For all their team 
work, we thank  
 
           Preston Sprout, Montrose Fire Dept 
           Jim Krupinski, Minutemen 
           Dan DePue, Snake Creek Fire Dept 
           Sam Fike, Silver Lake Dive Team 
           Jay Klein, Silver Lake Fire Dept 
           Mike Hornak, Silver Lake Police 
 
We also thank Sandy Babuka and Dennis 
Wilson, for their technical support.  
 
Finally, and especially, we thank all the ath-
letes for participating: 
 
Jerome Washo, Montrose, Men’s Champion  
           for the Olympic Course 
Karla Eisch, Vestal, NY, Overall and  
           Women’s Sprint-Route Champion 
Robert Peiffer, Doylestown, PA, Men’s 
            Sprint -Route Champion 
Gretchen Backer, Montrose 
Erik Bates, Annapolis, MD 
Hilary Caws-Elwitt, Friendsville 
Bill Franssen, Montrose 
Rosemary Fransesen, Montrose 
Kristy Kozlansky, Factoryville 
Eugene Learn, Laceyville, 
William Steele, Nicholson 

Early morning dip in Lake Montrose. 

Sandy Babuka awarding Jerry Washo his  medal  for 
placing first as the Men’s Champion for the Olym-
pic Course. 

Hilary Caws-Elwitt, approaching 
the finishing line. Yea Hilary! 
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Annual Meeting 
 
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 14,  2 - 4  PM 

 
BUSINESS MEETING:   Learn about the 
Friends’ accomplishments over the 
year and what new projects lie ahead. 
 
 
PUBLIC PROGRAM:   THE MYSTERIES 
OF MIGRATION.  Dr. Jerry Skinner, Resident Naturalist at 
Woodbourne Forest Preserve and Biology Professor at Keystone 
College, will present a fascinating look into one of science’s 
long unsolved mysteries. He will explore what is currently 
known about the how and why of migration and take a closer 
look at the variety of creatures that participate in these long-
distance marathons each year. Open to the public – all are wel-
come.  Refreshments will be served. 

Canada geese, on their way. 
By Gerry Dewaghe 

 



Grant Awarded for 
Specialist-in-Residence  

Program 
 
The Friends were awarded a $855 grant 
from the Bradford County Regional Arts 
Council, Pennsylvania Partners in the Art 
Program, for a project designed and to be 
implemented by Melissa Haertsch, the 
Friends’ 2006 Specialist in Residence. 
 
During her residency, Melissa will produce 
a booklet of approximately 30 poems. The 
PA Partners in the Arts grant will cover the 
printing cost. The booklet will be distrib-
uted at Salt Springs and during the public 
programs Melissa will conduct. It will also 
contain several blank pages for program 
participants to record their own poems. 
 
 
 

Nature Poetry  
Programs 

 
Children’s Nature Poetry Workshop 
October 23, 10 am – Noon 
 
Can you write a poem about the world 
around you? It’s easy when we all work to-
gether. This free workshop is open to chil-
dren ages 5-14. We will meet at the Whea-
ton House to talk about what a poem is, 
then go for a little walk and enjoy the 
sights and sounds of autumn. Then we will 
go indoors and write some poems to take 
home and stick on the fridge. Please dress 
for the weather. Pre-registration required. 
No fee. 
 
Autumn Poetry Hike 
November 18, 3 – 5 pm 
 
Attention poetry lovers! Come and enjoy 
some talk about nature poetry and a short 
jaunt around Salt Springs to soak in the 
sight, sounds, and smells of late autumn. 
We’ll return to Wheaton House and spend 
some time putting our experience on pa-
per. Please dress for the weather. Pre-
registration. No fee. 
 

 Poetry by  
Melissa Whalen Haertsch 

 
Yellowthroat Ode 

 
O yellowthroated grower, 
come so far to set up shop 
in this forgotten orchard. 
Your tiny pink fruit will be ripe 
before these apples fall. 
 
The heat shimmies out of the grass 
like a snake. You are safe from the cats 
in this rose, and though you sing 
Witchita, Witchita, Witchita, 
 
I think you will stay 
til your crop is in. Then away 
to stock up on those bugs 
more luminous and fine 
than we can proffer here. 
 
 

Haiku for Summer 
 

Same old lunch, newly 
delicious—just add one 
red picnic blanket. 
 
Hot summer morning. 
Sudden flick and brown shimmer— 
disappearing trout. 
 
Wash out! The gurgling  
stream has had to much to drink  
and smashed up the road. 

Position Now Open 
 
The Specialist-in-Residence position for 

2007-2008 is open, and the Friends are now 
accepting proposals. A poet, a science 
teacher, a journalist, a historian . . . if you 
are interested please contact us for further 
information at P.O. Box 541, Montrose, PA 
18801, or call 570-967-7275. 



Save These Dates! 
 
Silent Sentries of Salt 
Springs. Saturday, September 
30, 10 am — noon. Walk in the 
old-growth forest with Jim 
Kessler, Susquehanna Co. For-
ester. No registration or fee. 
 
Get Movin’ Hikes. Moderately 
paced, 4 miles. No registration 
or fee. Sundays, 2–4:30 pm, 
Oct 15, Nov 19, Dec 17. 
 
Children’s Nature Poetry 
Workshop. Monday, October 
23, 10 am — noon. For kids 5-
14, led by Specialist-in-
Residence Melissa Whalen 
Haertsh. No registration or fee. 
 
Llamas and Autumn Splen-
dor. Saturday, October 28, 1—
3 pm. Hike with the llamas and 
their owner, Dennis Wilson. 
Pre-registration required. $2 
fee. 
 
Wild Winter Weather. Satur-
day, November 4, 1 — 3 pm. 
Presented by Pricilla Briden-
stein, Forecast Meteorologist, 
National Weather Service. Pre-
registration required. No fee. 
 
Stories of Salt Springs. Satur-
day, November 11, 1-3 pm. 
Debra Adleman talks about 
what she has learned and will 
encourage guests to share 
their own stories. No registra-
tion or fee. 
 
Autumn Poetry Hike. Satur-
day, November 18, 3–5 pm. 
Led by Specialist-in-Residence 
Melissa Whalen Haertsh. No 
registration or fee. 
 
Caroling by the Bonfire. Fri-
day, December 1, 6:30–8 pm. 
Ring in the holiday around a 
roaring bonfire with this popu-
lar and traditional program. 

News & Notes 
 

Program Change 
The date of the program “Llamas and Autumn Splendor” 
has been changed. It will be held on Saturday,  
October 28, not October 21, as previously scheduled and 
advertised.  

 
Program Additions 

Specialist-in-Residence Melissa Whalen Haertsch has de-
signed two new poetry workshops to be held this fall. For 
full details, read the article announcing the receipt of her 
grant from the Pennsylvania Partners in the Arts. Congratu-
lations Melissa! 

 
 A Special Thanks 

Counselors at St. Michael’s in Scranton, Veronica Perlick 
and Peter Kocher, have been bringing teenage boys to the 
park to work on flood cleanup. They have raked rock and 
debris from behind the carriage shed, helped cover hem-
lock roots, removed mud from and washed out the salt 
spring, helped clear away the log jam, and helped set up for 
the Celebration. (The log jam is nearly gone now.) They 
have given us almost 100 man hours. Many thanks! We 
couldn’t have cleared the log jam without you. 
 

Photographs 
We have a new page on our website, a “Photo Album.” It 
shows the recent flood, park scenery, and wildlife. The next 
section will be on fungi, featuring a selection of superb 
photos by George Schreck. 
 

Memorial Gifts 
Ann Bennett and Dave Hart  
           in memory of Eudora Bennett 
Charles and Hedi Randall 
           in memory of Vincent Homer 



Celebration ‘06 Rocks Despite Ernesto 
 
Not even Ernesto’s soggy skies and blowing rain could dampen the spirit of this year’s 
Celebration, held on Saturday, September 2 at the park.  Protected under large tents and 
in the newly renovated lower area of the dairy barn, performers, exhibitors and the pub-
lic enjoyed the variety of sights, sounds and tastes.  Local musicians entertained 
throughout the day with everything from foot stompin’ tunes to mellow melodies.  
County conservation and community organizations were on hand to inform the public 
about the important work they do, and children, as well as adults, participated in a mix-
ture of nature related craft activities.   There were llamas for petting, over 60 fantastic 
items to bid on in  the silent auction and scrumptious gyros,  barbeque and sweets when 
stomachs started to growl.   Specialists-in-Residence, photographer Renee Coy and poet 
Melissa Whalen Haertsch presented an exhibition of their works, entitled “Old Growth 
and Rushing Waters”. The Celebration is the Friends’ biggest annual fund raiser, bring-
ing in close to $2000 this year to further the education mission at the park. 
 
MANY THANKS and gratitude are expressed to the individuals, groups and businesses 
who contributed to the success of this year’s Celebration. 

Food Suppliers 
ABC Shur-Save         
Kunzler Hot Dogs   
Pump-n-Pantry   
Montrose Beverage 
Mary Adleman 
Sandy Babuka 
Beverly Chapel 
Hedi Randall 
Lillian Theophanis 
 
Music  
Master of Ceremonies:   
    Manny Tikitz 
The Canary Circus          
Greg Connors                
              
Corky Staats 
Charlene Thomson & “ Fine  
    Companions”              
Tom & Marie 
Brian Wahl & and the  
    Ring of Fire 
 
Celebration Committee  
Debra Adleman    
Sandy Babuka       
Dave Clemens       
Marilyn Day          
Walt Kostyk          
Jane LaBonte        
John Miskell 
John Puzo 
Hedi Randall 
Michaela Steele 
Dennis Wilson 
Nancy Wottrich 

 Publicity  
Butternut Gallery and 2nd  
    Story Books 
Edward L. Rose Conservancy  
Friends of Salt Springs Park 
Miss Penny’s Diner 
Montrose Auto Parts 
Montrose Beverage 
People’s National Bank  
Dr. David Rechlicz DMD 
R.T. Griffis & Sons 
Sea Hag Soaps & Art  
    Mercantile 
Snake Creek Marine 
Southtown Vet 
Times Shamrock Weekly 
    Group 
Tom & Marie 
 
Volunteers  
Libby & Toby Anderson   
Beverly Chapel 
Dick Harrington 
Bill Kieswer 
Rhea Miskell  
Marion Miskell 
Roxie Oberg       
Charlotte Remakus 
Joanne Smith 
Lorraine Spicer 
Betsy Stone 
Kathy Tuttle  
Lou Mitchell                   
Joan Webster 
 
 

Silent Auction 
Arcadia Trees 
Libby Anderson 
Gladys Bennett 
Book Shoppe   
Butler’s Pantry 
Bill Brown 
Carlton’s Country Store 
Dave Clemens 
Curves for Women  
Bob Coy 
Marilyn Day 
Elk Mountain Ski Resort 
Kim and Kathleen Harwood      
From the Heart   
Reuben & Beth Everitt 
Richard Harrington 
LeRaysville Cheese Factory      
Little Leaf Natural Foods 
Bruce McNaught 
Deborah O’Hara 
Pampered Pets 
The Plant Lady 
John Puzo          
Bob Ritchie 
Hedi Randall 
Rosemont  Inn 
Sea Hag Soaps  
Summerhouse Grill 
Taylor Rental 
Unforgettable Impressions 
Dennis Wilson 
Nancy Wottrich 
 
Tents 
Allen Coy 
Bud Soden  
 



Membership Dues 
 

Our thanks to all the members who support 
The Friends of Salt Springs Park. We depend 
on the income from our members to continue 
the work of managing the park as well as ex-
tending our environmental education pro-
grams to county schools. This income also 
helps pay for the cost of printing and distrib-
uting the newsletter and program guides. 
 
Unfortunately, these costs have continued to 
climb while our membership dues have re-
mained steady. Therefore, the board has 
voted that, beginning June 1, 2007, we will 
increase the membership dues. Starting at 
that time the cost of an individual member-
ship will be $20 and a family membership 
will be $40. 

Adopt a Trail 
 
The Friends are instituting a new program at 
Salt Springs: Adopt a Trail. 
 
It is often hard to hold regular trail mainte-
nance meetings, because the weather can be 
finicky and because people’s schedules are 
often tight. Also, some people prefer to work 
at their own pace and not in a group. 
 
We are asking volunteers to adopt their own 
trail. The responsibilities include walking it 
on a regular basis, filling out a monitor’s 
sheet, and performing light maintenance, 
such as picking up garbage and removing 
limbs and brush. Weed whacking may occa-
sionally be needed to maintain low vegeta-
tion along certain trails. 
 
On the monitor sheet, we ask you to report 
the condition of the trail sign and markers, 
note any vandalism in the area, and note if 
there are any large trees that will need to be 
chain sawed for removal. Dennis Wilson, our 
main trail marker and trail maintenance per-
son, will then address these types of prob-
lems. Dennis will accompany any volunteer 
on an orientation hike of the adopted trail 
who might be unfamiliar with where the trail 
markings are (or should be!).  
 
Volunteers are also asked to record, on the 
monitor sheet, the amount of time spent on 
the trails. The monitor sheets will become 
part of a trail log, thereby providing ongoing 
documentation of work that is being done, 
problems that are occurring or might some-
day, and volunteer hours that can be used in 
grant applications. 
 
Please call the park soon if you are interested 
in adopting a trail. We think the trails will 
“go quickly”! In fact, the Bunny Trail has al-
ready been adopted by Jay Harter. Last year, 
Jay helped mark that part of the Bunny Trail 
that now has tree identification tags.   
 
This is a wonderful way to get some fresh air 
and exercise, spend some time with your 
family, and help keep Salt Springs Park the 
unique, lovely, special place that it is. 

Lou Mitchell 
 
Lou Mitchell is a key person at Salt Springs. 
Lou’s title, “Groundskeeper,” doesn’t cover 
all that he does. In addition to lawn work, 
landscaping, restroom maintenance, and gar-
bage control, this past summer alone he also 
 
• Helped re-grade the back parking lot 
• Retrieved picnic tables and garbage cans 

washed away in the flood 
• Repaired damaged roads; rebuilt picnic 

tables 
• cut and hauled many cords of wood 
 
A life-long resident of Franklin Forks, Lou is 
one of the best of the Friends’ assets. 

George Schreck catches Lou joy-riding. 


