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Flooding at Salt Springs
The Friends of Salt Springs are sad to report that the two recent floods have left
the park in rough shape. The problems confronting the 842-acre park pale in
comparison to the serious issues facing many people from Binghamton to WilkesBarre, but they need to be resolved if the park is to continue being a peaceful,
rustic refuge that serves thousands throughout the year. They need to be
resolved now or the park faces more damage as winter comes and recedes into
spring.
We're attacking the problems on Saturday, October 8 and hope you can join us.
We need volunteers with chainsaws, ATVs and carts, wheelbarrows, shovels,
stone rakes, ropes, chains, pickup trucks and come-alongs and more. But mostly
we need you and your friends. We'll supply food and t-shirts to all who sign up.
We have posted job descriptions on our website.
Please e-mail info@friendsofsaltspringspark.org to let us know you will be joining us. Or you can call 570.967.7275. Or you can sign up on our Facebook page.
Thanks for your help. And thanks for caring about the park.

By the way, we have scheduled
this date on October 8 because
we already have a group of volunteers from the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints
who have pledged to:
*Scrape and paint the Red Shed
*Clean, scrape, and paint the
bathrooms
*Install a new picket fence
*Gingerly remove Japanese
knotweed from stream banks
*Pick up cigarette butts and
other small trash that litters
the parking lots
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Friends’ Mission
The Friends of Salt
Springs Park will maintain the unspoiled, rural
character of the park
created by the Wheaton
family. The Friends will
provide opportunities to
enjoy healthy outdoor
recreation and education, while conserving
the natural, scenic, aesthetic and historical values of the park.
The Friends of Salt Springs
Park is a private 501(c)3,
non-profit
organization.
Support for the Friends’
work at the park comes from
memberships, public and
private agency grants, business donations, in-kind donations of materials and services, special events, and
program fees for educational services. Contributions are tax deductible.

Children Thrive on Salt Springs
E3 Program
By Lillian Theophanis

This year the students and teachers who participated in
Earth, Ecology and the Environment (E3) at Salt Springs
Park were fourth graders from Susquehanna and Wyoming
Counties. According to Environmental Education Coordinator Matt Purdy, “Children have a fun outdoor experience
while learning about the local ecology at Salt Springs. It’s
really a healthy, positive experience that helps the teachers
meet the learning objectives for environment and ecology
while giving the students an important education.”
Wildlife instructor Nancy Wottrich comments that “Since its
inception in 2003, more than 1,000 school children in Susquehanna County have completed the program and learned
about the natural cycles that sustain our lives.”
Sandy Babuka, Watershed instructor, says “Children at the
fourth grade level are ready to absorb knowledge about the
environment around them. They are like little sponges.
With positive models provided by school teachers, handson learning experiences with educators at the park and support from their parents, these children will be ready to
appreciate the natural world and to conserve its resources.”
The E3 program assists teachers in meeting most of the Pa.
Department of Education Academic Standards for Ecology
and Environment at the fourth grade level. At a time when
school budgets are cut to the bare minimum, the E3 program fills a gaping hole. There are no other programs like
this offered anywhere in Susquehanna County. It specifically addresses the state standards for our children’s environmental education at a modest fee. Several schools
depend on this program to fill the bulk of their state mandated environmental learning requirements.
This is an excerpt from an article Lillian wrote for the newspapers.
Read the full article, with photographs, on our website.

News & Notes
Leaf Project Day
On Saturday, September 10, Forester
Jim Kessler provided assistance to
local students working on their leaf
identification project.

Four Season Photo Contest:
Give Us Your Best Shot!
We know you take beautiful pictures while at Salt
Springs Park. Now you can share your experiences with
the thousands of people who love this park.
The year-long contest began at the Celebration on
September 3, 2011. The contest spans four seasons in
four categories, so you have plenty of time and
choices. The winners will be selected by the public
attending the 2012 Celebration.
Full details are available on our website: http://www.
friendsofsaltspringspark.org/html/photo_contest_
rules.pdf.

Save These Dates!
Fall Foliage Hike. Saturday,
October 1, 2-4 pm. Join us for
an autumn hike to appreciate
the changing foliage. Why do
some trees lose their leaves?
Why do leaves turn colors before they fall off? Free.
Late Addition. The Friends’
favorite photographer
George Schreck is offering a
Fall Foliage Photo Class in
conjunction with the hike.
Learn everything you need to
know about capturing fall’s
spectacular colors. 12:30 to
1:45 Saturday, October 1.
Fee: $5 for members, $10 for
nonmembers.

Composting. Saturday, October 8, 2 pm. Complete the cycle of life by turning plant and
Join Us on Facebook
vegetable waste into fertile
More than 200 people Like us on Facebook. You can use soil. Learn the basics of backour page to keep track of announcements, events and
yard composting, options for
more.
composting larger volumes,
and steps for gaining value
The best part of our page is that it allows our fans to
from your organic recycling
share their experiences and photos of their time at the
park.
efforts, such as edible mushroom inoculation. Fee: $5.
Thank You, Tall Pines
For sponsoring this issue of the Salt Springs Messenger.
Pumpkin Day. Saturday, October 15, 11-4 pm. Join us for
The membership year begins on June 1st.
a day of fun with pumpkin
carving, cider, games, costumes, and storytelling.
Children must by supervised
by an adult. Pumpkins are $5
each.
Annual Meeting of the
Friends of Salt Springs Park.
Tuesday, October 25, 6 pm.
Dreyer Hall, Montrose Bible
Conference. Reservations
required. $24 per person.

Another Special Celebration in 2011
Our heartfelt thanks to all the businesses and individuals, especially Colleen Kane, event
coordinator, who helped in so many ways to make it happen for us again! It was especially challenging this year, with major flooding a mere week before. We also thank all
who came out that day. Your support is essential to the Friends, and it is a continuing
pleasure on Celebration days to see how much you enjoy your park.
Silent Auction Donors
Andre & Son, Inc.
Libby Anderson
Arcadia Trees
The Book Shop
Sheryl Boyle
Bill Brown
Nance Brown
Ann Butler
The Butternut Gallery
Craige's Gift and Floral
From the Heart
Aaron Harrison
The Inn at Montrose
Dave Kuzia
The Lily Pad
Little Leaf Natural Foods
Mary's Home Furnishings
Montrose Produce
Montrose Theater
Sharon Norton
Rosalyn Perlick
Veronica Perlick
Matt Purdy
Tom Richie
Rosemont B & B
Rusty's Treasures
Sea Hag Soap and Art Mercantile
Self-Discovery Wellness Arts Center
Shear Design
Summerhouse Grill
The Summit
Tall Pines Farm Stoves and Fireplaces
Mary Ann White
Wild Birds Unlimited
Dennis and Trish Wilson
Volunteers
Toby Anderson
Sandy Babuka
Brianna Baker
Isabelle Baker
Dave Clemens
Cott Demaree
Alex Dennis
Karen Dennis
Lorna Everett
Ellen Fortunato
Donna Foster
Dave Hettig
Nita Homer
Dave Kuzia

John & Marian Miskell
Patrick McNamara
Susan Newhart
Ellen O’Malley
Hedi Randall
Mary Ring
RoseAnn Rouff
Steve Spero
Lillian Theophanis
Joan Webster
Moe Wilson
Patrick Wilson
Tim Wilson
Exhibits & Activities
Libby Anderson
John Greene
Feathered Kisses Aviary
Kristi Hoffa
Jim Kessler
Bob Lippie
Carol Ohmart-Behan
Eileen Patch
Tom Richie
E.L. Rose Conservancy
Brian Swartz
Betty Smith
Denise Tarbox
Dennis and Trish Wilson
Al Winters
Sherman and Cindy Wooden
Laryssa Zahaikawycz
Musicians
Brackney Quartet— Tim and Johanna
Masters and Marguerite Shelp
Thom & Beth Ormsby
Kelly & Susan Pratt
Tom & Marie Quigley
Corky Staats
Charlene Thomson
Brian Wahl, Victor Lay, and Brother Randy
Others
Chip Hunt, Midtown Antiques
Endless Mts Visitors Bureau
Montrose Auto Parts
Montrose Beverage
Alan Coy
Robinson’s Market
Susquehanna County Independent
Vickie Wooden

Scenes from the Celebration

The Brackney String Band, with Tim and
Johanna Masters and Marguerite Shelp
and guest Charlene Thomson, shared
their musical talents and stepped in when
another band could not make it.
New this year, cheesemaking demonstration
by Laryssa Zahaikawycz.

Also new this year, felting
demonstration by Denise
Tarbox.

Bob Lippi took a few minutes away
from his tap dancing demonstration
to collect his 50/50 winnings of more
than $100.

Lots of dancing
on the front lawn.

Friends of Salt
Springs Park, Inc.
P.O. Box 541
Montrose, PA 18801

Please join us for the
Friends of Salt Springs Park
Annual Dinner Meeting and Program
Tuesday, October 25, 2011, at 6 PM
Dinner served at 6:30 PM
Dreyer Lodge
Montrose Bible Conference
5 Locust Street, Montrose PA
Dinner will be a full buffet with ginger peach chicken and a vegetarian entree for $24 per person. Please make your reservation by
October 15th.
After dinner there will be a brief meeting.
We look forward to seeing you.

