
November 
 

BORDER HIKE. Saturday, November 5, 11 a.m. We’ll 
start with a leisurely pace meandering along a stream 
and work up to a moderate to difficult finish for those so 
inclined. Wear hiking boots or sturdy shoes and bring 
food and a sense of adventure. Fee: Free-will donation. 
 
TURKEY TIME TALK. Sunday, November 13, 1 p.m. 
Celebrate our favorite November bird! Environmentalist 
and naturalist Mike Hornak will talk a bit about turkeys—
their life cycle, habitat, and predators. He’ll also talk 
about hunting these elusive birds, and we’ll make calls to 
lure them in (materials provided). Fee: Free-will  
donation. 
 
HOLIDAY NATURE CRAFTS. Sunday, November 20, 
1 p.m.  Let’s take a walk to gather some of nature’s 
treasures and create a piece of art—maybe a wreath, 
ornament, or centerpiece. Bring your creativity, a con-
tainer for your artwork (like a shoebox or a picture frame) 
and any accessories you might want to add. Bring your 
own tools—scissors, glue, glue gun—if you have them; 
we’ll have a limited supply available to share. Children 3 
to 103 welcome! Fee: Free-will donation.  
 

December 
 
WINTER SNOW FUN. Saturday, December 10, 1 p.m.  
Get out to see some winter wonders—animal tracks, 
dazzling snow drifts, whitened landscapes. Bring snow-
shoes or cross-country skis or just winter boots. Take 
pictures or gather some natural elements to make a fes-
tive winter centerpiece. Free-will donation. If  no snow, 
the outing will be the next Saturday or Sunday with 
snow—date tba.  
 
HOLIDAY NATURE CRAFTS. Sunday, December 11, 1 
p.m.  Let’s take a walk to gather some of nature’s treas-
ures and create a piece of art—maybe a wreath, orna-
ment, or centerpiece. Bring your creativity, a container 
for your artwork (like a shoebox or a picture frame) and 
any accessories you might want to add. Bring your own 
tools—scissors, glue, glue gun—if you have them; we’ll 
have a limited supply available to share. Children 3 to 
103 welcome! Fee: Free-will donation.  
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being pressed, and enjoy a taste. Live music on the 
Wheaton House porch. Fee: $5 ea.; kids under 12, free. 

 
Artists’ Open House Weekend “Specials” 

 
Exhibit: “We’ve Come Full Circle,” Wheaton 
House, October 8, 9, and 10, 10–6 daily. On the 

first studio tour in 2006, 18 artists exhibited their work in 
the Wheaton House as a means of introducing the public 
to the participating artists. In celebration of the AOHW’s 
20th year, artists will be exhibiting in the Wheaton House 
again but they are past participants, including Rodrica 
Tilley, Earl Lehman, and John Anthony. 

 
SKETCHING NATURE. Saturday, October 8, 1 
p.m. Bring color and life to your field notes. Kelly 

Finan, a local scientific illustrator, will instruct us in time-
saving tips for depicting organic forms quickly and accu-
rately. No drawing experience is necessary, but a pencil 
and sketchbook are. Pre-registration appreciated. Fee: 
$5/person; members, free. Rain date tbd. 

 
BEGINNER’S PHOTOGRAPHY CLASS. Sunday, 
October 9, 1 p.m. Capture the beauty of the season 

and learn how to frame a picture you would love to hang 
on your wall for years to come. We’ll explore how to cre-
ate a stunning nature photo. Bring your digital camera, a 
tripod if available, and hiking shoes along for a photo 
shoot.  Pre-registration appreciated. Fee: $5/person; 
members, free. Rain date tbd.  
 
FULL MOON HIKE. Saturday, October 15, 6:30 p.m. 
We’ll end our hike around a campfire sharing snacks and 
stories. Don’t forget appropriate shoes for hiking and 
layers for warmth. Meet at the Wheaton House. Fee: 
Free-will donation. 
 
MONARCH MIGRATION AND MILKWEED. Sunday, 
October 16, 1 p.m. Learn about  monarchs, their life 
cycle, their long journey to Mexico, and what milkweed 
means to them. We will gather milkweed pods and make 
milkweed seed dirt balls to plant. Other activities include 
face-painting and a slide-show. All ages welcome. Fee: 
$5/person; members and kids, free. In case of rain, 
all activities will be indoors.  
 
HALLOWEEN FEST. Saturday, October 29, 4 p.m. 
Festivities begin with pumpkin carving. At 6 p.m. we 
break open the piñata and tell ghost stories until dark, 
when we take a walk in our haunted woods. We’ll have 
treats for those who come in costume and a campfire 
following the walk. Fee: $5/person; $20/families; mem-
bers, 50% discount. Rain date: Sunday, October 30. 

 

FSSP environmental education programs are funded 
in part by the Susquehanna County Conservation 
District. 



NOTE: For all programs, children under 18 years 
of age must be accompanied by an adult. 
 

August 
 

PERSEID METEOR SHOWER. Friday and Saturday, 
August 12 and 13, 8:30 p.m. Meet at the Wheaton 
House. Bring blankets or lawn chairs. Fee: Free-will  
donation. 
 
WILD FOR WILDFLOWERS CRAFTS. Sunday, August 
14, 1 p.m.  Let’s take a walk to learn about wildflowers, 
find some treasures of nature, and create a natural piece 
of art. Bring your creativity, a container for your artwork 
(like a shoebox or a picture frame), glue, and any acces-
sories you might want to add. Children 3 to 103 welcome! 
Fee: Free-will donation.  
 
FULL MOON HIKE. Thursday, August 18, 8 p.m. We’ll 
end our hike around a campfire sharing snacks and sto-
ries. Meet at the Wheaton House. Fee: One or more non-
perishable food items for the local food bank.  
 
MUSHROOMS AND MYCELIA. Saturday, August 20, 10 
a.m. Learn about these living organisms. After a brief dis-
cussion and slide show, we’ll walk the trails in search of 
fungi. Bring a brown bag lunch and sturdy shoes. Fee: $5/
person; members and kids free.  
 
A TOUR THROUGH TIME: OPEN HOUSE AT THE 
RICHMOND HILL ONE-ROOM SCHOOL. Sunday, Au-
gust 21, Noon to 4 p.m. Vince Hawley restored his one-
room schoolhouse to it’s original 1870s state and filled it 
with period antiques and a wealth of information about the 
teachers, students, stories, and routines. Vince will de-
scribe his experiences as a student in the late 1930s and 
answer your questions. Light refreshments. Located on 
the Wilkes-Barre Turnpike in Silver Lake Twp., 1 m west 
off Route 167. Contact us for directions if needed. Fee: 
Free-will donation. 
 

September 
 

SALT SPRINGS CELEBRATION 
Saturday, September 3 

 
9 a.m.: Field, Forest, and Falls Trail Race. Choose the 
2.5- or 5.5-mile loop through meadows, past the park’s 
namesake, and along the gorge. Registration opens at 
7:30 a.m. $10 if registered by Sept. 1; $15 the day of. Full 
details are on our website. 

11 a.m.: Salt Springs Celebration. An afternoon of fam-
ily fun! Including . . .  
 
 Ross Park ZooMobile 
 50/50 Raffle 
 Quilt Show: “All Quilts Tell a Story”: A Celebration 

of Local Quilts  
 Music on the Porch: Corky Staats kicks us off at 11 

a.m., followed by, on the hours, The Triton Trio (Tom 
& Marie Quigley and R.J. Siegers); The Brackney 
String Band (Tim & Johanna Masters, R.J. Siegers, 
and Dannielle Swart); Timeless (Brian Wahl, Victor 
Lay, and Dave); Kelly & Susan Pratt; and Bob Win-
terstein and Jerry Grace 

 Demonstrations: Felting, wood burning 
 Displays: Civil War encampment, historical and 

interactive environmental displays in the Wheaton 
House 

 Vendors: Eco-friendly cleaning products, wooden 
spoons, jewelry 

 Environmental education activities: Games, col-
oring, and solar scope set up all day; scavenger 
hikes, butterfly catching, a stream stomp, and other 
hands-on activities scheduled throughout the after-
noon 

 Silent Auction, featuring: 
 Lakeside High Tea Celebration (for 8) 
 Organic meats selection from Carlton Farms 
 Nance’ Brown painting 
 Wild Birds Unlimited gift basket 
 New Hamilton Beach stand mixer 
 Handyman’s toolbag and tools 
 Teacher’s back-to-school basket 
 

And much more!  
 

 
FULL MOON HIKE. Friday, September 16, 7:30 p.m. 
We’ll end our hike around a campfire sharing snacks and 
stories. Don’t forget appropriate shoes for hiking and 
layers for warmth. Meet at the Wheaton House. Fee: 
Free-will donation. 
 
TAKE A WALK ON THE WILD SIDE! Sunday, Septem-
ber 18, 1 p.m. Come explore the North Creek Trail with 
us. Flowers will be blooming, and insects will be flying. 
Learn about wetland wildflowers, and “sweep” for in-
sects. Field guides and nets will be provided. Bring a 
camera and water shoes or old sneakers, as the trail 
crosses Silver Creek. Fee:  Free-will donation. 

TREES IN OUR BACK YARD: TAKE A LOOK AT 
THOSE LEAVES! Saturday, September 24, 1 p.m. 
Whether you’re an interested land owner, excited 
school kid, or just curious, join our tree walk and learn 
the basics of tree identification along with some fun 
facts. We’ll share some educational craft ideas after 
the walk. Fee: $5/person; members and kids free.  
 
BEES & BEEKEEPING WITH JIM PERKINS. Sun-
day, September 25, 1 p.m. Bees are not just for hon-
ey; they are pollinators for 33% of our food. Come 
learn about these important insects, as well as be-
coming an amateur beekeeper. The presentation  
will include discussion, demonstrations, honey sam-
ples, and Q&A.  Fee: $5/person; members and kids 
free.  
 

October 
 

RADICAL RAPTORS: HAWK IDENTIFICATION 
WORKSHOP. Saturday, October 1, 10 a.m. An of-
ten unnoticed spectacle of nature occurs each fall as 
vast numbers of birds of prey migrate to their south-
ern wintering grounds. The updrafts of warm air creat-
ed along the ridge of the Appalachian Mountains form 
an invisible "highway" for these soaring birds. Loca-
tions like Hawk Mountain have made our Common-
wealth famous as a place to observe this phenome-
non. Nancy Wottrich will explain how you can identi-
fy soaring raptors by size, shape, and patterns of 
movement, with an emphasis on those most likely to 
be seen in Susquehanna County. Fee: $5/person; 
members and kids free.  
 
STAR PARTY. Saturday, October 1, 7:30 p.m. Join 
the party. At the Wheaton House, Mike and Mary 
Sinkovich will give us some tips about telescopes and 
accessing good resources on the Internet. At dusk, 
we’ll move to a field on Salt Springs Road, where 
viewing is ideal. Bring a cheap flashlight and we’ll 
transform it into a red light with nail polish, and dress 
for the weather. All levels of stargazers are welcome. 
Total cloud-out and rain are unpredictable; call the 
park if the weather looks iffy. Fee: $5/person or $15 
for families; members, free. 
 
FROM APPLES TO CIDER. Sunday, October 2, 2 
p.m. Once produced on nearly every farmstead, ap-
ple cider is now generally available only from the gro-
cery store. Bring a bag of apples (10-lb limit) and an 
empty jug, and help Dana Woods run those apples 
through his press. Or, come sit a spell, watch cider 


